
Factsheet: Five tips for lower bills and some Q&A for going off-grid 

Street Coolers - www.streetcoolers.com.au 
Project Manager: Michael Mobbs – Michael@sustainablehouse.com.au – M 0424 460 525 

Project Administration and Research: Larissa Rahmilevitz – larissa@streetcoolers.com – M 0451 484 744 

Factsheet: Five tips for lower bills and some Q&A for going off-grid 

By Michael Mobbs  

Since 1996, when I made my house in Chippendale sustainable, this four person household has had 

energy and water bills less than $300 a year.  Anyone can do this.  Here are some things that work in 

our house and can work for you, too: 

1. Turn the fridge down 

Your fridge can use most electricity as it’s on 24/7.  By turning it down a degree you can still 
keep your food in good condition as well as save up $100 or more a year 
 

2. When changing a light bulb buy an LED 

LED’s use about a tenth of the electricity of most other light  bulbs and last at least five times 
longer 
 

3. Ventilate your fridge 

Your fridge can use half of your energy and all of the energy from your solar panels if you 
have them;  by ventilating your fridge with cold air from below your building you cool it so 
the fridge engine does not come on as often and does not have to work so hard to cool it – 
this means your fridge uses less electricity 
 

4. Grow plants on your western wall 

By shading your western wall from the sun you prevent the sun heating up the wall in 
summer and heating up the inside of your house – this is cheaper than insulating the wall 
and more efficient 
 

5. Some key legal issues for Going off the grid for electricity and for setting up a local power 

system include these – for the full legal advice see [http://streetcoolers.com.au/resources 

  Legal advice - Community Power Networks - FAQ Regulatory Roadmap by Clayton 

UTZ)] 

 
- Question 1: Is it lawful to disconnect from the local distributor's network?  

 
Answer: Connection of premises to a distribution network is at the election of the occupant 
of the premises, and requires an application and agreement (usually in standard form) with 
the distribution network service provider.  
 
If the premises require electric power for essential purposes such as lighting, mechanical 
ventilation and/or smoke detectors, then it may be necessary to demonstrate that electric 
power is available to the premises, before a certificate of occupancy can be issued for the 
premises.  
 
Whilst connection of the premises to the local distributor's network is a common method of 
demonstrating the availability of electric power, for the purposes of obtaining the certificate 
of occupancy, demonstration of the adequacy of alternative electric power sources to 
provide those essential services is an alternative method of satisfying that requirement.  

http://streetcoolers.com.au/sites/default/files/downloads/Street%20Coolers%20Regulatory%20Roadmap.PDF
http://streetcoolers.com.au/sites/default/files/downloads/Street%20Coolers%20Regulatory%20Roadmap.PDF


Factsheet: Five tips for lower bills and some Q&A for going off-grid 

Street Coolers - www.streetcoolers.com.au 
Project Manager: Michael Mobbs – Michael@sustainablehouse.com.au – M 0424 460 525 

Project Administration and Research: Larissa Rahmilevitz – larissa@streetcoolers.com – M 0451 484 744 

 
- Question 2: Do I need to consider registration as a "Generator" in the NEM?  

 
Answer: The Solar PV System is a "generating unit" within the meaning of the National 
Electricity Law. Under the National Electricity Law, persons owning, operating or controlling 
a generating unit must be registered with AEMO as a "Generator". However, there is a 
standing exemption from registration as a "Generator" for units with less than 5MW 
nameplate capacity. Therefore, the owner, operator and controller of a Solar PV System of 
100kW capacity is exempt from registration as a "Generator". 
 
- Question 3: What are the types of exemptions available to the Operator of a Solar PV 

System who wishes to distribute electricity using a privately owned network?  
 

Answer: Currently there is no exemption class which is specific to solar powered networks. 
The AER NSP Registration Exemption Guideline outlines the types of exemptions available 
for people or businesses that distribute electricity using a privately owned network and the 
conditions which apply to those exemptions.  
 
There are three categories of exemption, deemed, registrable and individual. Some deemed 
or registrable exemptions could be applied in circumstances where the solar powered 
network operates within the boundaries of the site in which the System is located (for 
example a small commercial or residential building or a caravan park run on solar power). 
However, where there is no applicable deemed or registrable exemption class, the Operator 
will need to apply for an individual exemption, or register with AEMO as a network service 
provider. 
 
- Question 4: What is the most appropriate form of tenure to protect my proprietary 

interests in the System where it is located on third party owned land?  
 

Answer: The most appropriate form of tenure for installation, access to and maintenance of 
a System which is situated on third party owned land or buildings is by licence. This is the 
most practical solution and the approach which is likely to find the greatest level of market 
acceptance. A licence will readily provide for a means of access to land and installation and 
maintenance of equipment on that land. There is no prescribed form of a licence.  
 
A disadvantage is that a licence is not an interest in land, is not registrable on title to land 
and is not capable of supporting a caveat. It therefore is not binding on future owners, or 
other persons with an interest in the land such as mortgagees or lessees. If the ownership or 
possession of the land changed from the person that granted the licence, a new licence will 
need to be obtained from the new owner or occupant, and if that is refused the equipment 
will need to be removed.  
 
Whilst it is possible to take a lease of land, which is registrable and enforceable against 
future owners and mortgagees, there are restrictions on the length of the lease of part of a 
block of land, unless it is part of a subdivision approved by the local council. 
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About Michael Mobbs: 

- Michael Mobbs is a business name and is owned by Michael Mobbs.  Michael consults to 
governments, the private sector and communities and provides practical advice about 
using energy and water sustainably.  Michael’s house in Chippendale, Sydney’s 
Sustainable House, is open for tours and bookings and information is on his website, 
here:  www.sustainablehouse.com.au 
 

- Michael’s books, Sustainable House, and Sustainable Food, have practical and simple 
solutions for going sustainable in a home, office, unit or subdivision and for growing and 
buying local food. 
 

- Michael has created a company separate from his business, called Street Coolers, to 
work with governments and communities to cool streets and suburbs.  This company’s 
income is from government grants and the grants income is used to obtain data about 
the ways to cool cities and to publish the data so anyone may learn how to cool their 
street.  The research is given to governments, too, to help develop policies and practical 
solutions to cool our cities. 

 

http://www.sustainablehouse.com.au/

